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August 7, 2008

Primary Election Results Are In

November’s General Election races have been set after Tuesday’s Primary Election.  Forty percent of the 110 House members are term-limited and not able to run for re-election.  

First term Representative Ted Hammon (D-Burton) became the only incumbent to lose to a primary opponent, falling to photography business owner Jim Slezak by 532 votes.  Mr. Slezak outraised the incumbent three to one.

The other 18 House incumbents, including 15 Democrats, facing primary opponents did succeed in holding onto their position and preparing for the General Election in November.

In the 45 seats featuring no incumbent because of term limits or a lawmaker choosing not to run for re-election, there were close races.  Nepotism proved not as popular in this Primary Election as several incumbents’ relatives lost their race.  Included in these were Linda Steil, wife of Representative Glenn Steil Jr. (R-Cascade Twp.); Benjamin Stahl, son of Representative John Stahl (R-North Branch) and Mike McManus, father of Senator Michelle McManus (R-Lake Leelanau).  There were a few exceptions, including Bill Rogers, brother of U.S. Representative Mike Rogers (R-Brighton); Jim Stamas, brother of Senator Tony Stamas (R-Midland) and John Accavitti, cousin of Representative Dan Acciavatti (R-Chesterfield), who all won their primary contests.

Of those open seats, 29 are currently served by Republican legislators and 16 are served by Democratic lawmakers.

For complete election results, visit: http://miboecfr.nictusa.com/election/results/08PRI/.

In addition to the primary vote for Legislature, two Michigan Congressional seats were up for a vote. 

Former Representative Mary Waters was able to give U.S. Representative Carolyn Kilpatrick (D-Detroit) a close race by picking up 36 percent of the vote to Representative Kilpatrick’s 39 percent.  Senator Martha Scott (D-Highland) was running third in this race with 25 percent of the vote.  The race showed the spillover from Representative Kilpatrick’s son, Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick’s legal troubles, something which Ms. Waters focused on in her campaign.  

Senate Minority Leader Mark Schauer (D-Battle Creek) claimed a solid victory in the 7th Congressional District Democratic primary Tuesday.  Schauer captured 66 percent of the votes, with his opponent Sharon Reiner pulling down 34 percent.  This victory sets up the much- anticipated General Election race between him and incumbent U.S. Representative Tim Walberg (R-Tipton).  Walberg, a conservative Republican, is considered by many observers to be the most vulnerable incumbent in the Michigan delegation.
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